Sunday 2 August 2026 Liverpool Parish Church
Ninth Sunday after Trinity

OT: | Kings 10.1-13
NT: Acts 13.1-13

As this summer day turns into evening, the stillness and sacred music of this holy place lift our
hearts. Choral Evensong invites us into prayerful quiet. It is a threshold space; a movement
from the noise of the day into the peace of God’s presence.

Fittingly, tonight’s readings also take us to thresholds. We encounter two powerful rulers
from different worlds: the Queen of Sheba and the Roman proconsul Sergius Paulus. Both
stand at the point where worldly power meets divine truth.

In our first lesson, the Queen of Sheba travels a long and dangerous distance to Jerusalem.
She does not come to conquer, nor simply to negotiate, but to question. She has heard of
Solomon’s wisdom and the fame of the Lord his God; she wants to know if the rumors are
true.

In our second lesson, the scene shifts to Cyprus, to Paphos, where we meet Sergius Paulus, a
Roman governor who is intelligent, powerful, and accountable to the empire. Yet he is also
hungry for truth. When Barnabas and Saul arrive, he sends for them because he wants to hear
the word of God.

Placed side by side, these readings reveal a timeless truth: success, wealth, political influence,
and intellectual brilliance cannot ultimately satisfy the human soul. There is a longing within
us that power cannot be quiet and possessions cannot fill. Even those who sit on thrones or
govern provinces ask the questions that resonate in our own hearts: What is true? Where is
wisdom found? Who is God?

But although their hunger is similar, their paths are very different. The Queen of Sheba
encounters truth through beauty. She brings her toughest questions to Solomon and finds
wisdom greater than she expected. Yet it is not only Solomon’s answers that move her. She
observes the order of his court, the dignity of his servants, and the worship offered in the
temple of the Lord. The entire life of the kingdom becomes a sign of God’s blessing.

The text states that when she saw it all, “there was no more breath in her.” She is
overwhelmed by the beauty of holiness. Her curiosity turns into praise: “Blessed be the Lord
your God.” She discovers that true wisdom is not merely cleverness, but a life directed
towards God.

For Sergius Paulus, however, the journey to truth is not an easy procession but a battlefield.
Between him and the Gospel stands Elymas, a sorcerer and false prophet. He claims spiritual
authority but uses it to deceive and control. He knows that if the governor receives the
freedom of Christ, his own influence will be broken. So he tries to turn Sergius Paulus away
from the faith.

We may not encounter sorcerers in ancient robes, but we understand something of Elymas.
We live among many voices that promise wisdom while distorting the truth: voices that say
freedom means having no commitments, that satisfaction is found in self-absorption, or that



truth is merely whatever we want it to be. Such voices create noise around the soul, making
it harder to hear the gentle and transforming word of God.

Yet Acts reminds us that darkness cannot withstand the light of God. Filled with the Holy
Spirit, Saul, now Paul, confronts Elymas. The false prophet is struck blind for a time. This is
not a petty act of vengeance; it is a visible sign of his inner condition. The man who tried to
keep another in darkness is himself plunged into darkness.

And even here, there is mercy. Paul himself was once blinded on the road to Damascus while
opposing Christ. For him, physical blindness became the point where his spiritual eyes opened.
Perhaps Elymas too is being given a stern but gracious invitation to see the truth.

When Sergius Paulus sees what has happened, he believes. But Luke is careful to note that he
is not simply amazed by the miracle. He is “amazed at the teaching about the Lord.” The
miracle removes the obstacle, but it is the Gospel itself—the good news of Jesus Christ
crucified and risen—that captures his heart.

This evening, in the stillness, we may recognize both journeys. Perhaps you are at that point
of threshold this evening with your own questions. Sometimes God draws us as he drew the
Queen of Sheba: through beauty, music, worship, friendship, creation, and the ordered grace
of a life shaped by holiness. In those moments, our breath is taken away, and faith feels like
wonder.

At other times, our search for God feels more like conflict. We are distracted, doubtful, or
surrounded by counterfeits. We hear voices saying that God is distant, that forgiveness is
impossible, or that the Gospel is too good to be true. When that happens, Acts gives us hope:
the Holy Spirit is stronger than the forces that confuse and blind us.

That is why worship matters so much. Evensong is not an escape from the real world, nor a
beautiful addition to life when everything else is settled. It is one of the ways God teaches us
to see clearly. In Scripture, canticle, prayer, and silence, our disordered desires are gently
reordered. We are reminded that we are not self-made, self-sufficient, or self-saving. We are
beings sustained by the mercy of God, and we find our true freedom not by turning inward,
but by turning toward him, and acknowledging his grace in our lives.

The Queen of Sheba teaches us to come honestly, with our questions and longings. Sergius
Paulus teaches us to listen courageously, even when truth challenges the powers and habits
that shape us. And Paul teaches us that God can use even painful interruptions, even moments
of blindness, to lead a person into clearer sight. The Christian life is not always dramatic, but
it is always a journey from illusion to truth, from fear to freedom, from merely being accepted
to discovering we are deeply loved; and from wondering who we are to being fully known by
God.

So perhaps the invitation tonight is simply this: do not fear your questions, and do not settle
for easy answers of the age. Bring your whole self before God—your mind, your doubts, your
hopes, your wounds, your gratitude. Let the beauty of holiness draw you and let the truth of
the Gospel steady you. For Christ does not humiliate the seeker; he welcomes them. He does
not crush the confused; he brings light. He does not despise our hunger for wisdom; he is
himself the wisdom of God, given for the life of the world.



So let us pray for the restless curiosity of the Queen of Sheba and the discerning hunger of
Sergius Paulus. Let us bring our questions, doubts, intellect, and longing to Christ. May he give
us eyes to see through the deceptions of our age, hearts overwhelmed by the beauty of his
holiness, and lives anchored in the amazing truth of his word.

And now, to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, be ascribed all might,
majesty, dominion, and power, now and forevermore. Amen.

Fr Bill Addy



