Worship at home for the Seventh Sunday after Trinity, 26th July 2020
Find yourself a quiet, comfortable space that will allow your heart, mind and soul to focus on prayer
and contemplation. You can pray these words out loud, quietly, in your head, or using a mixture of
these approaches – whatever suits you best.
If you have a candle light it, and/or you can use a cross, crucifix, icon, or something else that gives
you a visual focus to aid your time of prayer to, and worship of, Jesus Christ, the light of the world,
the way, and the truth and the life.
Spend some time thinking about the past week, and bring before God anything that is troubling you,
that you feel has challenged you, and that you feel you want God’s help and guidance with. Then
pray:
Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Grant, we beseech you, merciful Lord, to your faithful people pardon and peace,
that they may be cleansed from all their sins and serve you with a quiet mind;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Gloria in Excelsis
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.
Pray today’s collect:
Generous God,
you give us gifts and make them grow:
though our faith is small as mustard seed,
make it grow to your glory
and the flourishing of your kingdom;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Now read through these passages from The Bible:
1 Kings 3.5-12
At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask what I
should give you.” And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your
servant my father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and
in uprightness of heart toward you; and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love,
and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. And now, O Lord my God, you have
made your servant king in place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not
know how to go out or come in. And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you
have chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. Give your
servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between
good and evil; for who can govern this your great people?”
It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. God said to him, “Because you have asked
this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but
have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, I now do according to your
word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you
and no one like you shall arise after you.
Romans 8.25-39
Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought,
but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God who searches the
heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints
according to the will of God.
We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called
according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be
conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large
family. And those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also
justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified.
What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who did
not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us
everything else? Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who
is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of
God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will
hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is
written,
“For your sake we are being killed all day long;
we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things
to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Matthew 13.31-33, 44-52
He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that
someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has
grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and
make nests in its branches.”
He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and
mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”
“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid;
then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding one
pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of
every kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets
but threw out the bad. So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and
separate the evil from the righteous and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” And he said to them, “Therefore
every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a
household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”
Spend some time thinking about the Bible readings. Here are some ideas you might want to reflect
on in your prayers:
•

In the Old Testament reading, Solomon asks for wisdom and discernment as a gift
from God. Think about those areas of your life that require discernment- do you
find yourself relying on conventional, human wisdom or giving things over to the
wisdom of God? Solomon specifically asks for wisdom because of the weight of
responsibility he feels in governing God’s people- pray for all those in authority who
feel the heavy burden of leadership and that they too might be granted a share of
wisdom as they guide us through these days.

•

This section of Romans is the great conclusion of Paul’s argument about the
continued presence of God with us despite our failings and trials. Think of your
moments of weakness, of when you might not have prayed as you ought and
commend them to God. Paul writes that we are known and loved and predestined
to be conformed to Christ from before we were born- look back over moments in
your life that have been key to bringing you to know God’s love. The final lines are
used in part of the funeral liturgy- think of those whom you love but see no longer
but whom we trust are still at one with the love of God in Christ.

•

This week’s Gospel is filled with short parables about the Kingdom of God. Think of
what you value- the equivalent of the pearl or the field- would you be prepared to
sell or swap that for the Kingdom? Where does your treasure lie? There is also a
theme of the power of small things- the mustard seed and the yeast. What small

things have made you recall the power of the kingdom recently? What small deeds
might you perform to testify to the power of the Kingdom in your life?

Now spend some time in your own prayers. You may want to pray and give thanks for:
•

The Church across the world, and the communities that it serves

•

All those who are physically, emotionally or spiritually isolated

•

All those who are facing the fear of death, their own, or that of a loved one

•

All medical, nursing, caring and support staff, and emergency responders around the
world

•

All businesses, business owners, industries and employees who are facing loss and
change at this time of uncertainty

•

Marginalised communities, the homeless, asylum seekers, and all those who are
especially vulnerable at this time

•

Essential service providers, frontline workers, volunteers, and charitable supporters

•

Those named on the Parish prayer list on the “This Week” page of our website
(https://www.livpc.co.uk/whats_on/this_week.html)

Then finish with your own prayers and intercessions with the Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.
If you have a candle, put it out when you end this time of worship, but perhaps keep your sacred
space set up, so that you can use it whenever you need to, and keep the Bible readings and prayer
for the week, praying, reading, reflecting and thinking about them over the next seven days.
The clergy and community of Liverpool Parish Church are praying for you, your family, our city, our
country, and our world.

